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Romans 8:18
“For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed to us.”

The Sufferings and Glory to be Revealed to us

The eighth chapter of Romans is one of the most dearly loved parts of the bible,
especially when are suffering and we all have times of suffering. The chapter begins
with encouraging words of grace as Paul reminds us that “There is therefore no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” Forgiveness is of paramount
importance in all things. Previously Paul spoke of the believer’s struggle with sin
and sinfulness, a struggle with which he was also engaged. When we take our sins
and our sinfulness seriously, it is easy to feel despair at the persistence of sin and
the resiliency of sinfulness in our lives. Paul declared, “Wretched man that | am.”
Yet the struggle with sin and sinfulness is not a cause for despair or a sign the Spirit
has left us. On the contrary, it is a powerful sign of the presence of the Spirit who
struggles within us so we may resist the allurement of sin and the desires of the
sinful nature. Those in whom sin reigns feel no guilt or desire to resist. Guilt is good
when it reminds us of the Spirit’s struggle within us. Guilt is good when the Spirit
uses it to draw us closer to Jesus in whom we receive the grace of forgiveness. In
Jesus we receive the peace of a good conscience, for there is no condemnation for
those who are in Christ Jesus.

The struggle with sin and sinfulness is part of our lives in Christ Jesus. Sin, its
effects and influences, are always near and always around us. Whether that is
illness and injury or the violence and injustice that are endemic to life in the world.
All people and the creation itself, are under the dominion of sin and the
condemnation of death. In our text Paul speaks of the creation being subjected to
bondage to decay, because of sin which entered the world with the sin of the first
people. The result is that the creation which God intended to engender and support
the life of all living creatures, is now itself the cause of sickness, suffering, injury
and death. Even as believers long to be set free from bondage to sin and sinfulness,
Paul says that the creation longs to be set free from bondage to decay and obtain
the glorious freedom of the children of God. One day believers in Christ and the
creation itself, will be set free from the effects of sin and sinfulness and share in
the glory of God. In the sufferings of life, the injustices of the world, St. Paul urges
to look to Jesus for strength, remembering that the suffering of this life will pass




away and are as nothing in comparison with the glory that will be revealed to us
and in us in the day of Christ Jesus.

God created all things good. At the end of each of the first five days of creation
God said, “It was good.” At the end of the sixth day when He created humans in His
own image, male and female, He said, “It was very good.” Everything was very good
until the first people disobeyed the Lord, refused to trust His word and broke His
command. Sin came into the world through the first man and affected not only the
human relationship with God, but also the relationship between God and the whole
creation. The creation that was very good was now broken in its relation to God, in
relation to itself and in relation to all things living. We live in a world broken by sin,
in bondage to sinfulness and under the condemnation of death. The Christian faith
is that as death and brokenness came through the first man Adam, life and healing
have come through the second Adam, the man Jesus Christ. Through His sinless life
and sacrificial death, Jesus has healed the relationship between God and humans
and between God and the creation. Death and brokenness came through the first
Adam. Life and healing come through the second Adam, Jesus Christ our Lord.

God offers healing and reconciliation with Himself to all people through faith in
Christ Jesus. Through the gospel of forgiveness God calls the world to come to Him
through faith in Christ Jesus. The gospel is God’s assurance that He no longer holds
sin against us. Christ atoned for the sin of the world. The gospel is God’s promise
that all who come to Him in Christ Jesus will receive the first fruits of salvation, now
through faith and their fulness at the return of Jesus; the resurrection to life
everlasting where righteousness reigns supreme. God calls us through the gospel.
God draws us to Himself through the gospel. God fills our hearts with the Holy Spirit
through the gospel and in Him gives us both the guarantee of the fulness of come
and the assurance that He is with us and for us in every trial, suffering and tragedy
of life. In word and sacrament through the working of the Holy Spirit, God gives us
a foretaste of the glory to come, so that we are empowered to bear up under every
suffering of life in the assurance of a greater glory to come at the return of Christ
Jesus and the renewal of all things. This is the hope we have in all things in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

In this hope we are saved in time and for eternity. In this hope God gives us
encouragement as we struggle with sin and sinfulness in our lives; and the effects
of sin and sinfulness in our lives in the world. Hope in Christ is based on the
truthfulness of His words, the certainty of His atonement for our sins. Hope in Christ




is sealed by the Holy Spirit who has been given to us as a guarantee of the fullness
to come. Hope in Christ is not hope as the world understands, which is more like
luck than assurance and wishful thinking than certainty. Hope in Christ is a synonym
for faith in Christ. God values nothing more highly in our lives as believers than faith
in His promises, which are fulfilled and made full in Christ Jesus. Our hope in Christ
is guaranteed in His resurrection, which as Paul says elsewhere, is the first fruits of
the resurrection of all who believe. Our hope in Christ is always an aspect of faith,
but faith is always based on the certainty of the promises God makes in His holy
word. Our hope in Christ, based on the promise of His word, is affirmed through
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit whom we receive as the first fruits and guarantee
of the glory to come.

Paul writes, “Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness.” The Spirit helps us in
our weakness, supporting and strengthening our faith in Christ Jesus. The Spirit
helps us in our weakness when we struggle with sin by leading us to the promise of
our baptism to empower us to walk in newness of life. When we fall and fail the
Spirit raises us in forgiveness and cleanses us with the righteous blood of Jesus,
washing away the stain and guilt of our sin. The Spirit helps by working within us a
holy hunger and thirst for Christ’s righteousness and leading us to His Holy
Communion, where our faith is nourished and refreshed with His Holy Body and
Precious Blood under the forms of bread and wine. The Holy Spirit helps us in our
weakness by leading us to the promises of God embedded in the Holy Scriptures,
which assure us of His eternal purpose in our lives and of His power to bring us
through all things so we may stand in His presence in glory in our share of the
resurrection of Christ Jesus.

Paul writes, “For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit
Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.” We may know what
we want, but the Holy Spirit knows what we need. We may think we know what we
need, but the Holy Spirit knows what we need. The things we want and think we
need, may actually be a source of pain, sorrow and bring us to ruin. God knows the
things that will harm us and ultimately bring us to ruin. God knows what is best for
our lives in time and especially for our life in eternity, which is why Jesus taught us
to say “may Thy will be done,” when we pray. Paul says, “The Spirit intercedes for
the saints (that’s believers in Christ Jesus) according to the will of God.” God’s will
is always good in the lives of believers, whether it seems like it at certain times or
not. God views our lives from the perspective of eternity. His goal, purpose and
desire is that we be blessed to see and share His glory in Christ Jesus in eternity.




It is from this perspective that we bear up under the sufferings, sorrows and
pains of life. It is from this perspective that Paul writes in First Corinthians, saying,
“For this slight and momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of
glory beyond all comparison.” God wants us to see and share His glory in Christ
Jesus in eternity. To that end God gives us the Holy Spirit to support and sustain
our faith and as guarantee of the glory to come. The Holy Spirit supports our faith
with the nourishment of the word and the sacraments. The Holy Spirit supports our
faith through our mutual fellowship in the church, that abiding in the body of Christ
until life’s end, we may share in the His resurrection and see His glory at the
renewal of all things. God grant this to all of us in Christ Jesus. In His Name. Amen.




