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Matthew 15:28 

“Then Jesus answered her, O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you 
desire’ And her daughter was healed instantly!” 

 
Great Faith 

      
          How great is your faith? Often, we don’t realize the strength, depth and 
character of our faith until it is put to the test by some great challenge in life. How 
great was Abraham’s faith when God told him to depart from Mesopotamia and 
the security of his extended family, to migrate a thousand kilometers south to the 
land of the Canaanites? Great enough to go. How great was Abraham’s faith when 
God promised to make him into a great nation and bring blessing to all nations 
through a son to be born to him and his wife? Great, until the years rolled along 
and his wife had not yet conceived and given birth. How great was his faith when 
he and Sarah contracted with Sarah’s maidservant Hagar to have a surrogate son, 
because Sarah was getting too old to conceive and give birth? Not so great.  
     How great was his faith when the Lord assured him that at the ages of 100 and 
90, Sarah would conceive and give birth to a son? Both Abraham and Sarah laughed, 
scoffing at the idea of a couple so advanced in years having a child. But after Sarah 
conceived and gave birth, Abraham’s faith was so great that He believed the Lord 
and trusted Him, even when He told him to sacrifice his son. Faith is developed and 
deepened by the Spirit of God through the trials and tests of life. The Holy Spirit 
keeps us in faith by leading us to Jesus in the word and bringing His grace into our 
hearts through the promise of baptism and the nourishment of His body and blood 
in holy communion. Faith comes by hearing and hearing through the word of Jesus. 
Faith comes through word and working of the Holy Spirit. 
 
     Jesus praises only two people in Matthew’s gospel for the greatness of their 
faith. Oddly enough those two people were both Gentiles, a Roman Centurion and 
the Canaanite woman in our text. In contrast, in our gospel last week Jesus 
chastises His disciple Peter for the weakness of his faith, saying to him, “O you of 
little faith, why did you doubt?” At one point in His ministry Jesus wonders out loud 
if He will find faith anywhere when He returns in glory. On the one hand, faith is 
not something we can create in our hearts. Faith is the gift of God created in the 
human heart by the Holy Spirit working through the word. On the other hand, faith 
is a relationship with God in which we live and in which we grow by actively 



continuing in the word, so the Holy Spirit may continue to work in our hearts. Faith 
comes through the word and working of the Holy Spirit! Peter’s faith was strong 
when he asked and received permission from Jesus to join Him on the water. His 
faith weakened when he looked away from Jesus as he stood in front of Him on the 
Sea of Galilee. We think seeing is believing. Peter saw himself standing with Jesus 
on the water and still his faith weakened. Peter’s faith weakened and he became 
afraid, because he looked away from Jesus and at the wind and the waves. Seeing 
is believing only when we are seeing Jesus. We see Jesus in the word, the water, 
the bread and wine. Seeing Jesus in the word gives us faith to believe.  
     Seeing Jesus in the word; spoken, read and heard, nurtures our faith so it is made 
strong through the trials of life. Jesus’ word in the water, bread and wine nourishes 
our faith so it grows, deepens and informs our lives. Listen to the word. Read the 
word. Wash yourself in the word and water of baptism. Take and eat the word in 
holy communion. Jesus comes through the word in the water, in the bread and in 
the wine. Jesus makes our faith great. The woman in our gospel had great faith, 
because despite the challenges of her life situation and the challenge Jesus put to 
her by initially rebuking her, she looked Him in the face and believed He could and 
would help her. The writer of Hebrews says, “Faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen.” Faith comes through seeing Jesus in the 
word, hearing His voice and receiving His blessings. Jesus makes our faith great! 
 
     Jesus several times expressed frustration and disappointment at the quality or 
lack of faith among the people of Israel in general and His disciples in particular. He 
could be quite blunt with His disciples. A few verses after our text, Jesus is with the 
disciples on the Sea of Galilee. He has just recently provided four thousand with 
food from seven loaves of bread and a few fish. Prior to that He fed five thousand 
with five loaves of bread and two fish. As they cross the sea, He warns them to 
beware of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees, using the metaphor of 
yeast, saying “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” The disciples 
realize they forgot to bring bread and now wonder what they are going to do for 
dinner. They clearly have not understood His figure of speech, or what He was 
talking about. In exasperation Jesus says, “O you of little faith, why are you 
discussing among yourselves the fact that you have no bread. Do you not perceive? 
Do you not remember the five loaves for the five thousand…or the seven loaves for 
the four thousand…” Sometimes the people who had closest access to Jesus in 
person and to the words of God in scripture were the slowest to understand and 
had the greatest difficulty believing. 



     This contrasts with the faith of the Canaanite woman. She had faith even though 
no one would have expected her to have any faith at all. First, she was not of the 
house of Israel. She was a Canaanite and not of the house of Israel. She would not 
have been welcomed into the synagogue to hear the scriptures and join Israel in 
the worship of God. But better than any of the house of Israel, she identified Jesus 
as the Son of God and her need for His mercy. She says, “Son of David have mercy 
on me.” Furthermore, she wouldn’t back down until He blessed her. Faith trusts the 
blessing of God for the sake of Jesus no matter what obstacles stand in the way. 
Her faith shows the power of God’s word to create faith in even the most unlikely 
of places. If God’s word could create faith in her heart, give it growth and make it 
that strong, there’s no heart beyond the Spirit’s power.  
     We are not told how this woman came by her faith. Judging by her words that 
‘even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from the children’s table,’ she obviously 
encountered the word and picked up on the Jewish beliefs about the coming 
Messiah. She calls Him the “Son of David,” which in Jewish parlance meant the 
“Messiah.” She picked up enough of the words of scripture that the Holy Spirit 
worked faith in her heart and gave her insight to perceive Jesus was the Son of 
David. She stands in company with Simeon and Anna who welcomed the baby Jesus 
in the temple as the Messiah. She learned enough of the love of God and 
compassion of the Messiah that she had boldness to approach Jesus for help and 
the healing of her daughter. She believed so strongly that Jesus was the Son of 
David, that He could and would help her, that she persisted in faith despite Jesus’ 
silent rebuff and pointed rebuke, referring to her as a dog beneath the children’s 
table. When she persisted and prayed, “Lord, help me!”, Jesus praised her faith 
saying, “Woman, great is your faith! Be it done as you desire.” Faith looks to Jesus 
for every blessing in body and in spirit.  
      
     Faith comes by hearing and hearing comes through the word and working of the 
Holy Spirit. Faith is made great when we hear the word of God, allow the Holy Spirit 
to do His work in our hearts and apply our faith in real life difficult situations, by 
coming to Jesus for help and trusting His love no matter what. God tests our faith, 
not so that we fail and fall, but so that through the exercise of putting our trust in 
Jesus into practice, our faith will be made strong and endure to death and its 
fulfilment in resurrection to eternal life. Faith feeds on the word of God. Jesus is 
the word of God. He comes to us in the word, the water, the bread and the wine, 
so that He would nourish our faith and make it strong. He comes to us in the word, 



so that we would see Him in faith, especially in the trials, tragedies and challenges 
of our lives.  
     Jesus said to Peter, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” Peter’s faith was 
strong when he looked Jesus in the face. His face weakened and he doubted when 
he looked away. The Canaanite woman’s faith was not a quality of her character, 
but the work of the Holy Spirit in her heart and expressed in her life. Faith is the 
work of God created in the human heart through the word. We are God’s 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus. Let the Holy Spirit work in your heart through 
the word. See Jesus in the word. Listen to Him speak. Let His words sink into your 
ears and into your heart. Look Him in the eye. Remember God’s promise, “Call upon 
me in the day of trouble and I will deliver you.” Remember this woman and say with 
her, “Have mercy on me Son of David…Lord, help me.” He will help in every need 
even to eternal life. The Lord who has begun the good work of faith in us, keep us 
in faith until the day of Jesus Christ and the resurrection to everlasting life. In Jesus’ 
Name. Amen 
       
      


