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Romans 8:39
“In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.”

More than Conquerors through Him who Loved Us

These verses culminate one of the most magnificent chapters in Scripture,
affirming God’s close presence to us in all things and the believers ultimate share
in the victory of Christ. Paul sums everything up, declaring that in Christ we are
“more than conquerors.” This phrase which can also be rendered as ‘exceedingly
victorious’, speaks to Christ’s surpassing triumph on the cross. Jesus is the
conqueror, who through His sacrifice defeated the greatest enemies; sin, the devil
and death. No battle was greater and no victory more significant than the battle
Christ waged on the cross, won through His death and proclaims in His resurrection.
Believers, baptised into His death, share His triumph through faith in time, fully and
forever in His resurrection to a new and eternal life. We are more than conquerors
through Him who loves us.

The image of the conqueror in the ancient world impressed on defeated peoples
the power of their oppressor and the futility of future resistance. Typically, kings
and commanders were portrayed in statues and in stone reliefs standing upon the
necks of their defeated opponents. The Romans would parade captive soldiers and
leaders through Rome to be mocked by cheering, jeering crowds before being
publicly executed. This was typical practice of conquerors throughout the ages. The
Romans were typical conquerors. Jesus was not a typical conqueror. Jesus was
more than a conqueror. He conguered through the shedding of His own blood for
the purpose of making His enemies friends. He shed His blood, so that those
alienated from God through sin and rebellious to Him in sinfulness, would be
reconciled to God in peace. We are more than conquerors through Him who loves
us.

Jesus was more than a conqueror, because He was unlike the Roman emperor
or any human king, even the kings of Israel. The kings of the world conquer through
physical force and brutal violence. Human kings conquer by making their enemies
die. Jesus died so that His enemies would be reconciled to Him in forgiveness. Not
your typical conqueror! Jesus triumphed, not over human enemies, but over
spiritual forces of evil which influence the affairs of governments and rulers,
provoking them to injustice, aggression and violence. St. Paul wrote, “Our struggle




is not against flesh and blood, but against rulers, against the authorities, against
the powers of this dark world and against spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
realms.” Jesus triumphed over spiritual forces of wickedness, which entice and
incite the hearts of individuals to hatred and malice.

This was Christ’s struggle. This was the fight of His life, which He waged against
the demonic powers that immediately identified Him as the Son of God. It's
interesting that in the gospels Jesus identifies Himself as the Son of Man, expressing
His solidarity with us as human beings. It says in Hebrews, “since the children have
flesh and blood He too shared in their humanity.” The faithful in Israel identified
Him as the Son of David, the promised Messiah, the Christ. The evil spirits identified
Him as the Son God, recognizing Him as their greatest foe who had come to end
their reign over the human soul. Christ showed His power over them with His word.
Christ triumphed over them through His cross. His death was victory. His
resurrection displayed His triumph. In Him we share the victory. In Him we are more
than earthly conquerors, because we will share in the greatest victory, the triumph
that is eternal in our share of His resurrection to eternal life. We are more than
conquerors through Him who loves us.

God nowhere promises to spare us from the troubles, sorrows and afflictions
that are part of life. Believers in the first century, as in every century, suffered
illness and injury, experienced grief at the death of loved ones, feared their own
deaths and felt anxiety at the pressures of life. There was no special exemption for
the faithful as there wasn’t for Christ. In order to drive this point home, the apostles
and ministers of Christ seemed to experience the greatest suffering. All except John
died violent deaths, because of their faith and testimony of Jesus as the Christ. All
including John, were imprisoned, beaten and mistreated. Paul wrote in 1
Corinthians, “I think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men
sentenced to death, because we have become a spectacle to the world...we have
become and are still, like the scum of the world.” Instead of sparing us from
troubles, sorrows and afflictions, God joins us in them through Christ Jesus. In our
text Paul says God predestined us “to be conformed to the image of His Son.” The
image of Jesus was the suffering servant of Isaiah, who bore our griefs and carried
our sorrows. Jesus bore our griefs and shared in our sorrows, so we would know
He is present in our sorrows to give us strength to bear up under the trials of life,
so we may have a real and living hope in our griefs.

God joins us in our troubles in Christ so we would be drawn more closely to His
heart in love, faith and faithfulness. It is our nature as humans to grow cold in love,




weak in faith and weary in faithfulness when life is easy. The rich man in Jesus’
parable had no need of God. He had every good thing life could provide. Poor
Lazarus who sat at his gate begging, had nothing but the village dogs to console
him. The rich man was far from God, but through His afflictions God drew Lazarus
close to His heart in faith. God knows exactly what we need in terms of creaturely
comfort and afflictions to keep our hearts in Christ and our minds focused on the
glory to be revealed through Him. He works all things to the good of those who love
Him, not mostly or most importantly in time, but most importantly for eternity. His
plan and purpose for us in Christ is that having shared in His affliction in this life,
we would experience the fulness of His glory in eternity in His resurrection; where
all sorrow, sin and sadness will have forever gone away. We are more than
conquerors through Him who loves us.

Nevertheless, it's not easy to trust in God whom we can’t see when pain is
chronic and suffering seems to have no end. Which is why these verses from
Romans are among the most treasured and dearly loved by believers in times of
great trial, immense struggle and deep sorrow. In the worst of times, they speak to
us of the power and promise of God’s love. They speak of His deep love in Christ
Jesus. His assurance to be with us always, in and through all things. His power to
bring us through all things to the fulfillment of faith in life everlasting. His promise
is to work all things in our lives so that our faith endures, is strengthened and comes
to a glorious fulfillment in the resurrection of Jesus. No matter what is against He
is more powerful. The devil may accuse of sins past and present, but Jesus always
makes intercession for us, pleading His precious blood shed for our forgiveness.
The world may persecute us for faith in Christ, as it has many times in the past and
continues to do to this day in many places of the world. But Jesus stands beside us,
reminding us He is with us and with all our sisters and brothers, giving us strength
to endure, so we are made stronger in faith and ultimately share in His victory,
when He makes Himself visible as King and Lord of all. We may feel great inner
turmoil as we deal with pain and anxiety in our own lives, but Jesus stands with us
as our great source of comfort, encouragement and hope. He assures us of His
constant presence to help, heal and sustain us. He assures us nothing will be able
to separate us from Him and the power and promise of His love. We are more than
conquerors though Him who loves us.

Our greatest assurance of God’s grace, forgiveness, power to help and promise
to save is Christ Jesus. If you ever doubt God’s purpose for you and His plan for your



life, remember Christ Jesus and what God has done and continues to do for you in
Christ. Paul writes in our text, “If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did
not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him
graciously give us all things.” God proves His love for us by giving Christ Jesus and
giving Him up for all of us. He gave Him into death for our sins. He raised Him from
the grave for our salvation. He will raise us all up in Him. God proves His love for
every human soul in Christ Jesus. Remember, “God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him would not perish, but have
eternal life.” You are in the world. Christ died for all in the world. Christ died for you
for your forgiveness, for your faith, for your encouragement in the Spirit and to
secure your place in His Father’s house in eternity. We are more than conquerors
through Him who loves us.

God loved us first when we were dead in sins and trespasses, following the ways
of the world and the power of the prince of the air. In fact, it was when we and the
world were dead in sin and sinfulness that Christ died for us. God loved us before
we believed in Christ Jesus. God loves us now that we have come to know Him in
Christ Jesus. If God loved us so much when we were dead in sin, estranged from
Him in our spirits and hostile to Him in our actions and attitude, how much more
will He love us and work for our good in time and eternity, now the He has made
us alive to Himself through faith in Christ and baptism into His dying and rising!
There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. God gives His Spirit to
assure our spirits of His never-failing, never-ending love. God gives His Spirit to
assure us that we are more than conquerors through Him who loves us.

God gives His Spirit and the assurance of His presence and never-failing love to
us in the promise of our baptism, His words of absolution, forgiveness and peace.
God gives His Spirit and the assurance of His eternal purpose in our lives in the
sacred feast of Christ’s holy body and precious blood, given and shed for our
forgiveness; offered for the nourishment of our faith; received through faith as a
foretaste of the great feast to come; when He will call us to take our place in the
banquet of life, celebrating the triumph of Christ on the cross and His victory over
death and the grave. God gives us His Spirit and speaks to our spirits through His
holy word; by which He reminds us of the glory to come, assures us of His presence
in Christ and strengthens us with His promise that nothing will be able to separate
us from His love in Christ Jesus. Truly, we are more than conquerors through Him
who loves us. In His Name. Amen







