
Pentecost 11 / August 9, 2026 
Matthew 14:33 

“And those in the boat worshipped Him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’” 
You are the Son of God 

     Have you ever walked on water, or seen anyone do the same? Perhaps when it 
was forty below zero, but not otherwise. Our text shows not one, but two people 
walking on the water, although one was not as buoyant as the other. In the dark of 
night as the disciples row hard against the wind on the Sea of Galilee, they see a 
ghostly figure coming towards them, walking on the waves. How would you react 
to such a sight in such a place in the middle of the night? We’d probably have much 
the same reaction as the disciples. They were terrified and cried out in fear, thinking 
they were seeing a ghost. I don’t believe in ghosts, but if I saw such a sight in such 
a place in the darkness of night, I might have second thoughts.  
     Then through the darkness a familiar voice called out, “Take heart; it is I. Do not 
be afraid.” Peter immediately recognized the voice of Jesus, took heart and casting 
aside all fear replied, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 
Jesus gives His consent, Peter steps over the rail and sets foot on solid water. What 
amazing faith! I don’t think I could make such a leap of faith. Despite hearing the 
voice of Jesus, I’m sure I would have felt enough trepidation that would have 
prevented me from even making such a request, let alone acting on it when given 
permission. Peter expressed a great faith and acted on it. 
     But it didn’t last long. Peter removes his gaze from the Lord’s face and looks at 
the wind and sees the waves roiling beneath his feet and begins to sink. I wonder 
how fast he sank? Did the water slowly lose its buoyancy as his faith weakened 
before completely giving way as his faith flickered out, or did it immediately bottom 
out? It’s makes you wonder. It makes you wonder why Peter looked away from 
Jesus, but I suppose its understandable he would want to look at his feet. Wouldn’t 
you want to see your feet standing on liquid water? In a few fleeting moments Peter 
went from great faith to being reprimanded for having little faith and doubting. 
That’s kind of the way it often was for Peter. Later in Matthew’s gospel he will 
confess Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, only to later be reprimanded for failing 
to understand what that meant and attempting to prevent Jesus from fulfilling His 
mission as the Christ. Nevertheless, it all came out in the wash, as they say. Jesus 
saved Peter and all them worshipped Jesus saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
There is nothing more important than worshipping Jesus as the Son of God, and 
seeing and believing in Him as our Saviour! 
 



     This is the first time Jesus is worshipped by the disciples and only the second 
time recorded in His earthly life. The first being the homage offered by the magi in 
His early childhood. Jesus by this time had given multiple signs, including the 
calming of a storm, also on the Sea of Galilee. And though that earlier miracle 
evoked awe and wonder in the disciples, it didn’t impel them to worship Him as the 
Son of God.  In fact, this is one of the few times the disciples addressed Jesus with 
the phrase “Son of God.” Generally, they addressed Him as Teacher and Rabbi. The 
crowds referred to Him as the “prophet from Nazareth.” The evil spirits identified 
Him as the “Son of God,” but of course it was an expression of fear and didn’t 
involve worship. Jesus called Himself the “Son of Man.” The fact that disciples used 
the term “Son of God” and worship Him, shows a deeper insight than they and 
others commonly had of Jesus. That they worshipped Him shows that they were 
beginning to see Him as their God and Saviour. It is of the greatest importance that 
we see and worship Jesus as our God and Saviour! 
     It is also significant that the disciples come to see Jesus as the “Son of God” 
through His power over water. Water is a primordial element in creation. The first 
thing God did the second day of creation in Genesis after creating light, was to 
separate the waters in the heavens from the water in the earth and to separate the 
waters on the earth so there would be dry land. Water is the most uncontrollable 
element in creation. We can dam it, divert it and store it in reservoirs, but when 
the water goes, it goes and there’s not a thing we can do to stop it, as even a cursory 
survey of dam failures will teach you. God sends rain in due season and when 
people need to be reminded of His power, He closes the heavens so they give no 
rain. God sent the waters to cover the earth when the wickedness of humans would 
have no other relief.  God parted the waters to rescue His people from their 
enemies. He caused the waves to crash upon the heads of their enemies when they 
presumed to follow the same path through the sea. God alone in the words of Job, 
“walks on the waves of the sea.” It’s no coincidence that the disciples confess and 
worship Jesus as the “Son of God” when He comes to them walking on the sea. His 
Lordship over the waves shows Him to be the Son of God and compels us to worship 
Him as our only God and Saviour! May His Name be forever blessed! 
 
     There’s a saying, “Fools rush in where angels fear to tread.” Peter was a rather 
impetuous person. I would never presume to refer to him as a fool, and he didn’t 
rush, but he did walk where even angels would have some trepidation to tread. 
Peter addressed Jesus in faith when he asked to join Him on the waves. Interpreters 
debate whether he may have been presuming too much in making such an exalted 



request to join Jesus in something that was exclusively the domain of the divine. 
Nevertheless, Jesus permitted it. For a few fleeting moments Peter experienced 
something truly divine, but in a moment the moment passed. Peter looked away 
from Jesus, looked around and realized he was in too deep. Suddenly he was in the 
deep. But in that moment, He realized something else truly divine, that Jesus was 
the Saviour and he needed saving. He cried, “Lord, Save me!” There is no more 
important realization any of us can have than that Jesus is God and Saviour and that 
we need Him to save us. When we call, “Save me Lord.” He stretches out His hand 
to save us! 
     When Peter gave his sermon on Pentecost he spoke boldly and eloquently of 
Jesus as the Christ. He spoke to the people of their sinfulness and their sin in 
denying Jesus and handing Him over to the Romans for crucifixion. He told them 
Jesus was Saviour saying in the words of Joel, “And it shall come to pass that 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Suddenly they were 
drowning in their sins and sinking in an ocean of guilt at having denied the Holy One 
of God.  They cried out words similar to those Peter spoke as he sank into the Sea 
of Galilee, “Brothers what shall we do?” Even as Jesus reached out His hand to save 
the drowning Peter, so Peter reached out his hand and shared the saving gospel of 
Jesus Christ, saying, “Repent and be baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
The gift of the Holy Spirit is faith, forgiveness and life, in time and eternity for 
everyone whom Jesus grasps with the gospel. We see Jesus as the Son of God 
throughout the scriptures. We see Him best when we see Him in our sins and our 
sinfulness as our God and Saviour! 
 
     Many places in scripture reference God’s unlimited power in relation to water, 
be it the oceans below or the waters in the heavens. In the Old Testament lesson 
God asks Job, “Who shut in the sea with doors when it burst from the womb, when 
I made clouds its garment and thick darkness its swaddling band, and prescribed 
limits for it and set bars and doors, and said, ‘Thus far shall you come and no farther, 
and here your proud waves shall be stayed.” The sea obeys no one but the Lord. 
The Lord commands the heavens and they water the earth. The psalmist sings, 
“From your lofty abode you water the mountains; the earth is satisfied with the fruit 
of your work. You cause grass to grow for the livestock and plants for man to 
cultivate so he may bring forth food from the earth.” We need water to live; without 
it we will die. The water God gives from the heavens reminds us of His power and 



provision for our bodily needs and of our greatest needs of the spirit, His salvation 
in Christ Jesus.  
     More than we need water for our thirst we need God to saturate our spirits with 
the water of life, Jesus Christ. God uses the water of baptism to drown our sins and 
sinfulness, to raise us up in the resurrection of Jesus and to give His Spirit to 
empower us to newness of life. The most important thing water reminds us of is 
our need for Jesus as our God and Saviour. When we are sinking in a sea of sin and 
sinfulness, Jesus reaches out His hand to save us. Before He ascended to heaven 
Jesus opened the minds of the disciples to understand the scriptures, to see Him as 
the key to their understanding. We see Jesus in scriptures as God and Saviour. We 
see Him best when like Peter sinking beneath the waves, we see Him as our God 
and Saviour. Drowning people see Him best. Peter never saw Jesus better than 
when he cried, “Lord, save me!” God bless us always to see Jesus like Peter as our 
great God and to cry to Him as only Saviour. In His Name. Amen. 
 
       


