Advent 1 / November 30, 2025
Matthew 24:44
“Therefore, you must also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at
an hour you do not expect.”

Be Prepared for the Coming of the Son of Man

Are you prepared for Christmas, or are you putting off preparations
because you think you have lots of time? It's amazing how often we
end up making last minute preparations for things like Christmas,
which we know are coming long in advance, knowing even the day and
hour. Sometimes the more we know, the less prepared we are when
the time comes. Sometimes knowing the day and hour of certain
coming events leads us to a sense of complacency. Are you prepared
for the coming of the Son of Man? If we end up fussing at the last
minute for events like Christmas, the date of which we know well in
advance, how much more difficult is it for us to be prepared for an
event the day and hour of which not even the angels know, but which
God only knows, the coming of the Son of Man! No one know the day
or hour, but Jesus gave lots of reminders to keep us alert, ready and
prepared for His return.

In verses prior to our text, He said people would come in His Name
falsely proclaiming themselves to be the Christ, leading many astray.
He said there will be wars, famines, earthquakes, maybe even climate
change, a disruption in the regularity of the heavenly bodies. He said,
believers will suffer tribulation and experience persecution for the
sake of His Name. Most significantly He said, “This gospel of the
kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” Many of those
things happen regularly. All of them have happened in certain ways.
Today the gospel is proclaimed throughout the whole world. All of
them are reminders for believers of Jesus’ promise to return, so we
are ready to receive Him and be received by Him into His eternal
kingdom. No one knows or can know the day or the hour until it comes,
but we can remember that Jesus is coming and make ourselves
prepared by being in the word and being faithful to His words.




In our gospel Jesus’ compares the time before His return to the time
before the flood, when Noah prepared the ark. The ark was a visible
sign that there would be a watery cataclysm. Noah, a preacher of
righteousness, warned of the deluge to come, though not knowing
himself when that day would come. Jesus said that although no one
knows the day or hour, we should know it is coming. There are
continuous signs in the heavens and on the earth. Most importantly,
there is the testimony of scripture that He will return. Jesus compares
His return to the flood which destroyed a sinful world, but brought
salvation to righteous Noah and resulted in a renewed creation. When
Jesus returns the old will pass away and a new creation will come, in
which the saved in Christ will live forever. People in Noah’s day did not
know when the flood would come. However, they knew there would
be a flood, both by Noah’s words and by the ark he was building. They
too would be saved, if only they would believe. The ark was both a sign
that the flood would come and God’s call to repentance. The ark was
God’s offer of refuge and the promise of salvation to all who would
enter in by faith and believe.

God calls to the world today through the voice of the church, which
itself is an ark of salvation for all who believe. Through the voice of the
church, God calls the world to repentance; to acknowledge its
sinfulness and to turn to Christ for forgiveness. We enter the ark in
repentance through faith in Jesus. Through the voice of the church,
God testifies to the return of Jesus and the judgement to come;
condemnation for sin, pardon for those who believe. Through the
voice of the church, God offers refuge from the coming judgement and
the promise of salvation to all who believe in Christ. Like Noah, the
church does not know the day on which Christ will return. However,
just as Noah knew the flood was coming because of God’s word, the
church knows Christ will return, because of His word. The church
builds the ark by proclaiming the gospel. Believers abide in the ark of
the church by gathering around word and sacrament. The church
watches for Christ’s return by calling people to receive the salvation
God offers all people in Christ Jesus and by abiding itself in the
salvation that is in Christ and in Christ alone.




We don’t know the day or hour of Christ’s return, but we know He
will return, because He said He would. We don’t know the day or hour
of our own passing out of the world in death, but we know we will die.
We prepare for the return of Christ the same way we prepare for our
return to Christ when we die. We trust in Him as our God and Saviour.
We remain in His word. We remember the promises of forgiveness and
life we receive through baptism into His death and resurrection. We
remember the Holy Spirit He has given to dwell within us and among
us and call upon Him to make our faith strong to persevere to its
fulfilment. We respond to the impulse of the Holy Spirit by taking His
word to heart and believing it. We wait for His coming by living in the
responsibilities He has given us to our families, communities,
occupations and in our Christian congregation. We tell others the good
news of salvation in Jesus’ name and to invite them into the ark with
us to gather around word and sacrament. We remember His words of
promise spoken in our gospel and again in the last verses of
Revelation, “Surely, | am coming soon.” We reply in the Spirit with the
voice of faith saying, “Amen. Come Lord Jesus.” In Jesus’ Name. Amen




