
Pentecost 7 / July 12, 2026 
Isaiah 55:11 

“So shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; it shall not return to me 
empty, but it shall accomplish that which I desire and shall succeed in the purpose 

for which I sent it.” 
 

My Word shall achieve my desire and accomplish my purpose 
 

     Our gospel from Matthew and our lesson from Isaiah have a similar theme; the 
spread of the gospel and the growth of faith. They both contain the elements of 
water, seed, growth and harvest. The gospel lesson is the parable of the Sower, in 
which Jesus compares the spread of the gospel message to the work of a man 
sowing seed; which in the ancient world was done by the broadcast method; in 
which the Sower would reach into his bag of seed, scoop up a hand full of grain and 
cast it into the furrows of soil, which had been worked up in advance. Seed needs 
several things to germinate and grow; warmth, sunlight and in particular, good soil 
and hydration. In our lesson from Isaiah, the success of the gospel message and the 
growth of faith throughout the earth is compared with the rain and snow which fall 
from the heavens making seeds germinate, sprout from the earth and grow to 
provide bread for the eater and seed for the Sower.  
     God’s word is the seed, the source and the power by which life in the world is 
created, established and given growth. God’s word is the seed, source and power 
by which faith is created, established, given growth and brought to the harvest of 
eternal life. God’s word is powerful to provide for the needs of creation, through 
which it was called into being, by which it is sustained in being. God’s word is all 
powerful to accomplish His purposes in the life of the world and in the lives of 
children, men and women. Most importantly, God’s word is powerful and all 
sufficient to provided for the spiritual needs of humans; creating faith in the human 
heart, nourishing faith, giving it growth and bringing it to fulfilment in the harvest 
of eternal life in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Salvation to eternal life is God’s 
desire in our lives and His purpose in the world in Jesus Christ. 
 
     Earthly seed needs good soil, sunshine, water and warmth to germinate, grow 
and flourish. It can’t do it by itself. If the seed is planted in an area lacking in any of 
the above categories it may germinate, but it will not flourish and grow. If it falls on 
rocky ground it will wither under the heat of the sun. If it falls on thorny land, the 
weeds will soak up the rain, soar above the sprouting seed, blocking out the sun 



and depriving it of the nutrition of the soil and the light from the sun. There is 
nothing the seed can do to change or affect its situation. It’s at the mercy of its 
environment. If the soil is bad, and water, warmth and sunlight are lacking, even 
the finest seed will whither and die. Earthly seed cannot root out weeds, clear away 
rocks and fertilize the soil. Earthly seed cannot self hydrate, illuminate and warm 
itself, but God’s word can. God’s word has the power to affect and alter its 
environment.  
     Jesus’ parable implies and our lesson from Isaiah tells, the power of God’s word 
to accommodate itself to the most inhospitable environment, the human heart; 
hard and stony through sinfulness, dry and infested with the weeds of sin. We’ve 
all seen vegetation sprouting naturally in unlikely places. Natural seed has amazing 
powers and properties. If God has given natural seed such power, consider how 
much more powerful is the seed of God’s word! God’s word has power to create 
faith in the most unlikely of places, the human heart. God’s word has power to 
uproot weeds, cast out stones and self hydrate so that faith germinates, grows, 
matures and in the fullness of time, produces a harvest of eternal life. God’s word 
has power to accomplish His desire in our lives and achieve His purpose, the 
salvation of many through faith in His Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 
     Jesus’ parable is set in the actions of an ancient Sower casting seed upon the 
ground. We don’t have much experience with this kind of sowing, except when 
seeding a lawn. Nevertheless, even in this post agrarian society, where most people 
have lost contact with the land, we can identify the action of the Sower. He reaches 
into his bag of seed, grasps a handful and casts it into the air. What may not be so 
obvious is that no Sower in the world, ancient or modern, would sow seed so 
recklessly as the Sower in Jesus’ parable. Modern Sowers have machines that plant 
the seed at just the right depth, properly spaced so there is little competition for 
nutrients. Furthermore, the field is prepared in advance with nutrients to stimulate 
growth and with chemicals to promote plant health. Sowing is done at the optimum 
time of the year to ensure hydration, sun light and warmth. An irrigation system 
may be in place to water dry land. Seed is precious. It is handled with care. No 
farmer would scatter seed everywhere, including bad, rocky and weed infested soil 
like the man in Jesus’ parable. Even in the ancient world a man who would 
recklessly sow seed on good and bad soil, would be thought insane. No one would 
waste good seed on bad soil or sow at an unproductive time. Yet, Jesus’ parable is 
not about seeding our gardens and our fields. His parable is about God seeding the 
world with the gospel, desiring the salvation of those who receive the gospel 



message. God casts His seed recklessly in the desire that none would perish, but 
that all would come to faith in Christ Jesus and receive pardon, peace and the 
promise of eternal life.  
     The seed in Jesus’ parable is not earthly seed, it is the message of the kingdom 
of God. It is the good news of salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. The seed is the 
word of God! God is reckless in sowing the seed of the gospel of salvation in Christ 
Jesus. The word has the power to create faith in the stoniest, driest, most weed 
infested souls. The word has power to give growth in the darkest and coldest of 
environments, the human heart. The word has the power to warm the coldest 
heart, to brighten the darkest corners of the earth, to clear away rocks, uproot 
weeds and enrich the most impoverished soul so that faith springs to life, grows, 
matures and comes to the harvest of eternal life. We should never stop or despair 
of sharing the gospel with others. The gospel has power to open the hardest heart. 
We should constantly and continually reseed our hearts with the gospel, it is the 
power of faith. It is the promise of eternal life in Christ. We should continuously 
share the word with others. Always remember that it has the power to accomplish 
what God desires; human salvation through faith in Jesus; and to accomplish His 
purpose in our lives, and the lives of others; the creation, growth and maintenance 
of faith; and its fulfillment in eternal life and our share in the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
     God’s word is the most powerful force in the universe. It is the force of life itself. 
When God speaks, things come into being; whether it is the creation of the heavens 
and the earth in Genesis; the calming of the stormy seas in the gospels, or the 
raising of Lazarus from the tomb in the gospel of John. When God speaks His word, 
His will is done and His purpose accomplished. God’s word is like the rain and the 
snow which fall from the heavens, which never fail to hydrate the earth so that it 
brings forth, sprouts and grows. God’s word is like the sun, which rises on the evil 
and the good, providing the warmth and light necessary for life in body and soul to 
all creatures and to all people. God’s word is like the soil which nurtures and 
nourishes seeds, so there is seed for the Sower and bread for the eater. God’s word 
is the seed of faith, which planted in the human heart, clears away the weeds of 
sin, softens sin hardened hearts and produces both the fruits of faith and a harvest 
of eternal life.  
     Be as liberal and reckless in spreading the word as the Sower in Jesus’ parable. 
Cast it everywhere. It grows in the most unlikely of places. It clears away rocks, 
uproots weeds, hydrates, softens and warms the hardest hearts. Be reckless and 



liberal in your personal use of the word. Read it. Hear it. Ponder it. Pray it. Discuss 
it, sing it and receive it. It grows in our hearts, transforming and strengthening us, 
so that we endure in faith, grow in faith, thrive in faith and ultimately come to 
eternal life in the day of Jesus’ Christ. In the Small Catechism Martin Luther advises 
us to read the word daily, to learn the word and inwardly digest it. In the word, God 
displays His power in our lives, creating and sustaining faith in Christ Jesus. Through 
the Word He accomplishes His desire and achieves His purposes in our lives; the 
greatest purpose being our eternal salvation in our share of the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  May God’s desire be accomplished in all our lives and in the lives of 
many others through faith in Jesus Christ our Lord; and be fulfilled in their and our 
share of His resurrection to eternal life. In His Name. Amen. 
      

 
      
      


